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With aircraft flying a range of missions around the world, the Royal Air 
Force faces the same kind of environmental challenges that can be 
seen across the aviation industry generally. 

In the last few years, people have become 
more aware of the impact that aviation 
can have on the environment. Jet airliners 
that we use to go on holiday and for 
business travel use a huge amount of 
fuel. In 2018, the carbon dioxide released 
by aircraft made up 2.5% of all global 
emissions. This doesn’t sound like a huge 
amount but just one passenger flying 
from London to New York will release 
more carbon dioxide than the average 
person in Peru releases in an entire year 
of their lives.*

With these worrying numbers, aviation has looked for 
ways to make flying more environmentally friendly. 
Some ideas have included: more efficient aeroplanes 
that use less fuel, using natural or recycled fuels made 
with leftover oils and sustainable natural crops, hybrid 
aeroplanes that use some electric power, and more eco-
friendly airports and ground vehicles.

But more could be done. And this is where you come in. 
Your challenge is to come up with and present an idea 
that could help the RAF be more environmentally friendly. You could think about: the aircraft 
they use, the airfields and bases they fly from, the fuels they consume , or even how staff  
could help out.

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJ1t993-vw0

flightlineweekly.com

The RAF works hard to watch the skies, respond to threats, prevent conflict, deliver aid, and 
combat cyber threats around the world. These tasks require aircraft and other vehicles that use 
fossil fuels and release a large amount of carbon dioxide gas. Carbon dioxide that is released 
into the air is a big factor driving climate change. 



We would like you to create an eye-catching poster that shows and  
explains your idea.

The poster should include:
• An image of your idea; this could be hand-drawn, photographs or digital
• Annotations – annotations are small notes that you add to explain or comment on your 

diagrams or images

Posters will be judged on the following criteria:
• Appearance – your poster should look eye catching
• Creativity – demonstrating new ways of thinking about the theme
• Content – clear and accurate information that engages the reader

Entries must be one page of A4 or A3 only. You can create your poster using a computer or by 
hand. If by hand, you will need to take a photo or scan of it to send electronically. Do not include 
any personal details on the poster.

Our panel of judges at the RAF Museum will select the best entries to be displayed on our social 
media feeds. The winner of each age category will win a great science prize, with RAF Museum 
goodies for our runners up.

This is an individual entry competition. One entry per person. If you wish to enter as a team you 
will need to share the prize. In this case your poster will be placed in the age category of the 
oldest team member.

Entries should be sent as an attachment to learning-london@rafmuseum.org. The deadline 
for entries is midday on Wednesday 10 March with the winners being announced on Friday 12 
March. In your email, please include; your name, age, and email address. The winners will be 
contacted by email. If you do not wish to have your poster shared online please let us know in 
your application email.

Good luck!

There are two age categories:
• Ages 7 – 11
• Ages 12 – 17


